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Title

Notification to purchasers: Contaminated land in Lutana

Council Resolution

Item 14 (21 November 2016) as per Council Minutes

Responsible Directorate

City Services and Infrastructure

Due for Review

Four (4) years from Council Resolution Date

Strategic Plan Reference

Valuing Our Environment
3.1 Create liveable built environments and sustainably manage our
natural and built environments.
Leading our Community
4.1.2 Ensure Council is open and transparent in its communication and
dealings with our communities.

ECM

Council Policy

PURPOSE
This policy provides direction on how Council will provide notification of potentially contaminated land
to prospective purchasers of certain properties in the Lutana Area.

SCOPE
This policy applies to Council land information certificates issued under section 337 of the Local
Government Act 1993 for properties located in the Notification Area.
It does not apply to s. 337 Certificates issued in respect of properties in any other part of the Glenorchy
municipal area.

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
Section 337(1) of the Local Government Act 1993 provides that a person may apply in writing for a s. 337
Certificate in respect of information relating to land specified in the Application.
Section 337(2) of the Act requires that particular information that must be included in the certificate. The
relevant information is prescribed in Schedules 5 and 6 of the Local Government (General) Regulations
2015.
Section 337(5) of the Act provides that the general manager may provide in or with the Certificate:
“any other information or document relating to the land that the general manager considers
relevant.”
Acts

Local Government Act 1993

Regulations

Local Government (General) Regulations 2015

Australian/International
Standards

N/A

DEFINITIONS
Act

Local Government Act 1993

Information Bulletin

Environmental Protection Agency Information Bulletin dated May 2009 entitled
‘Managing soil contamination in parts of Lutana and Hobart’s eastern shore’
(which replaced an earlier information bulletin entitled ‘Reducing your exposure
to soil contamination in parts of Lutana and parts of the eastern shore” dated June
1999), a copy of which is Attachment A to this policy.
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Notification Area

The parts of Lutana located within the area hatched on the map contained on the
Information Bulletin.

s. 337 Certificate

A Council land information certificate issued under section 337 of the Act.

POLICY STATEMENT
Historical Information
Metal-rich dust blowing from historic stockpiles on the Zinc Works site at Lutana has caused soil
contamination by heavy metals in Lutana and surrounding suburbs.
Studies carried out by the (former) Department of Primary Industry, Water and Environment indicate the
metals levels pose a low health risk. Accordingly, the Information Bulletin recommends that residents in
the Notification Area take precautionary measures to reduce the risk of being exposed to potentially
contaminated soil.
Council has previously resolved to include advice about potential land contamination on any future
Planning Permits issued for properties in the Notification Area. However, Glenorchy Interim Planning
Scheme 2015 does not prescribe any specific measures to be taken to warn of potential land
contamination.
Statement to be Included on s. 337 Certificate
Pursuant to Council’s obligations under section 337 of the Act to provide information or documents
relating to land that the general manager considers relevant, Council will include the following advisory
statement on all Section 337 Certificates it issues in respect of properties located in the Notification Area.
“Please note that the land which is the subject of this Certificate is within an area
which has come under the attention of State Government Agencies to determine
possible soil contamination.
This land is within a region of possible soil contamination. For further advice on the
matter contact the Tasmanian Environment Protection Authority.”

Background
When issuing a s. 337 Certificate, Council has an obligation to provide information or documents relating
to land that the General Manager considers relevant.
The land contained in the Notification Area poses a potential health risk. Council considers that that
information is relevant and to prospective purchasers of land in the Notification Area and must be
included on any s. 337 Certificate issued in respect of any property in the Notification Area.

21 November 2016

City Services & Infrastructure

Page 2 of 3

Notification to purchasers: Contaminated land in Lutana

Attachment A
Information Bulletin
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